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The Greater Richmond Convention Center 

September 12th (Saturday) & 13th (Sunday) 2026 
 

Admission to the festival is free 

www.thefestivalofindia.org 

Enjoy the pristine beauty of Indian culture, 
authentic food, clothing, jewelry, literature, 

dance & music 

Since 1982 

43rdAnnual 
Festival of India 
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We are proud to be  

a part of  

43rd Festival of India 
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Disclaimer of liability: Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete informaƟon. However with so many documents avail-
able and with short deadlines, we cannot guarantee that there will be no errors.  With respect to the content of this souvenir book, 
neither the Editor nor the  Hindu Center of Virginia  makes no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the contents of this book, and expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of this book.  
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Namaste! 
 
It is with great joy and deep graƟtude that we present this souvenir book in celebraƟon of the 43rd FesƟval of 
India. 

This fesƟval has always been more than just an event; it is a celebraƟon of culture, community, 
and connecƟon. Whether this is your first Ɵme joining us or you've been part of this tradiƟon for years, today 
you are part of something special. 

This year's theme, "Bridging Cultures," is an invitaƟon to experience one of the world's most vibrant 
and  diverse cultures right here in our city, while celebraƟng the Ɵes that connect us all. Every booth, every 
flavor, every performance is a bridge, linking tradiƟon to today, and one community to another. Together, 
they     capture the spirit of India: vibrant, soulful, and Ɵmeless. 

This fesƟval wouldn't be possible without the love and energy of our community. To our sponsors, vendors, 
performers, and countless volunteers, thank you for pouring your Ɵme, passion, and heart into bringing this 
celebraƟon to life. To our guests, thank you for joining us, supporƟng, and sharing in this cultural journey. 

Together, we've created more than a fesƟval; we have built a bridge of unity, joy, and connecƟon. This is 
where the story of India and the story of America meet. For many, it began with the courage of immigrant  
parents who carried tradiƟons across oceans. For others, it conƟnues with the next generaƟon of youth who 
proudly blend two worlds, honoring heritage while shaping the future. The FesƟval of India is living proof that 
our stories are stronger when shared, and that culture, at its best, brings us together. 

As we gather in celebraƟon, our hearts also turn to our neighbors in Nepal, whose communiƟes are 
sƟll  recovering from the devastaƟng floods that struck this past August, and to our people who lost their lives 
in the devastaƟng floods, and to their communiƟes sƟll morning their loss. In that spirit of bridging cultures, 
we hold them in our thoughts and encourage our community to support relief efforts however we can. 

May the memories of this fesƟval conƟnue to inspire and bring us closer. 

Lastly, as always “Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavanthu” (May all the people be happy) God bless us all! 

 

With gratitude,  

 Shiv N. Khanna  & Vijay Vemuri 

 
 
 
 

Vijay Vemuri 
. 

Shiv  N Khanna 
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2026 The Festival of India 
Message from the Co-Chairs  

Dear Friends of the Festival of India, 
 
We are proud to serve as ambassadors of two remarkable cultures—India, with its glorious history 
and extraordinary cultural heritage, and the United States, a global leader in technology, business, 
innovation, and social responsibility. Both cultures have made and continue to make meaningful 
contributions to a better and more connected world. 
 
As representatives of both, it is our privilege and responsibility to serve as “Bridging Cultures” 
ambassadors, bringing people together through shared experiences, understanding, and appreci-
ation. 
 
The Festival of India provides a unique and wonderful opportunity to do just that. Once again, 
this special weekend invites our neighbors, friends, colleagues, and families to experience the 
richness and diversity of India without having to travel thousands of miles. 
 
We invite you to enjoy the sights, sounds, aromas, and flavors of India. Savor delicious dishes and 
refreshing mango lassi, and explore favorites such as dosa, kachori, Kathi rolls, butter chicken, and 
many other mouthwatering delicacies. 
 
The Festival will also showcase the vibrant diversity of Indian performing arts. Guests can enjoy 
traditional folk performances, contemporary Bollywood-style dance and music, and beautiful 
presentations of India’s classical artistic traditions. 
 
Be sure to explore the many merchants offering beautiful and unique Indian products and treas-
ures. And don't miss the opportunity to experience henna, the beautiful temporary body art tradi-
tion that has been cherished across the Indian subcontinent for centuries. 
 
The continued success of the Festival of India would not be possible without the generous sup-
port of our sponsors, vendors, volunteers, and event partners, Aramark and Global Spectrum. 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to each and every one of you for your dedication, enthusi-
asm, and partnership. 
 
Together, we make this festival more than an event we make it a celebration of culture, communi-
ty, friendship, and the connections that bring us closer together. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the 2026 Festival of India and celebrating with you. 
With our sincere gratitude, 
 
Abhay Bajekal 
Vijay Ramnarain 
Sanjay Thirunagari 
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We are proud to be a 
part of the  

43rd Festival of India 

 
Hindu Center of Virginia 

 
Board of Directors
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43rd Annual Festival of India Team 

Sanjay Thirunagari 
Co-Chairperson 

Vijay Ramnarian 
Co-Chairperson 

Abhay Bajekal  
Co-Chairperson 

Adish Jain 
Vice-Chairperson 

Tirumala AreƟ 
Treasurer 

Vijay Vemuri 
IT/Souvenir  

Shiv K Khanna 
Shiv K Khanna 

Souvenir 
Prasad Nallapaneni 

Outreach 
Subramaniam K. 

Volunteer  Efforts 
Pavan GourisheƩy 

Outreach/Vendor booth 

Veena AreƟ 
OperaƟons 

Anu ChemudupaƟ 
DecoraƟons 

Suchi Yarlagadda 
Food Booth 

Mohini Nallapaneni 
Food Booth 

Padma Kancharla 
Food  Booth 

Rambabu  
Outreach 

 
 
 

Nikhil 
OperaƟons 

Bijendar Singh 
FOI Team 

Swamy Boggarapu 
OperaƟons 

Shardul P 
Food Booth 

 
KoƟ PanguluƟ 

InformaƟon Desk 
Sudhendra Ayyam 

FOI  Team 
Rajendar Prasad K. 
Volunteer Efforts 

Dubey 
Outreach 

Karthik  TalaƟ 
FOI Team 
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43rd Annual Festival of India Team 

Anil Jain 
Cultural Team Lead 

Murali ChemudupaƟ 
Cultural  Team 

Naveena 
Cultural  Team 

Ravi Tamma 
Cultural  Team 

Sangita Patel 
Cultural  Team 

Prabodh Chiplunkar 
Cultural  Team 

Shikha 
Cultural  Team 

Binita 
Cultural  Team 

Saanvi GourisheƩy 
Media Design  

Food Booth Sponsors  

and  

Volunteers 
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Laxmi Palace Indian Grocery Store brings the   
authenƟc flavors of India to your kitchen with  

premium ingredients and friendly service.  

Best Wishes to 

Festival of India 

 
 

 

 

 

3423 Old Parham Rd, Henrico, 
VA 23294, United States 

Tel: 804-217-7066 
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We are proud to be a part of the  

43rd Festival of India 

Sharma & Family 
Best  Wishes from 
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Thank you for 
making FOI 2026 

yet another  

success. 

To every volunteer and parƟcipant: 
your Ɵme, energy and support 
brought our celebraƟon to life. 

May the forthcoming holiday 

season fill your home with joy, 

WITH WARMEST COMPLIMENTS 
The Kapila Family 

Alisha, Aishwarya, Pari, Punam & Vikas 
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Hindu Center of Virginia Board of Directors (BOD) 

  
Sanjeev Giribhatnavar 

Chairperson 
Suchasmitha Yarlagadda 

Vice-Chairperson 
Mohit Mago 

 

 
 
 
 

Ram Misra 
 

Shuchi Jain 
 

Shreyank Tripathi Mukul Paithane Lakshmi Sridhar Harkirat Singh 

FesƟval Of India 2026 Team 
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Warmest Wishes to the FesƟval of India! 

 

CelebraƟng the vibrant colors, Ɵmeless values, and rich                  
tradiƟons of India in the heart of Richmond 

Thank you to the organizers and volunteers for bringing our 
community together to showcase the best of Indian art,   

culture, and hospitality. 
Wishing the FesƟval of India grand success and a wonderful, joyful       expe-

rience for all guests and parƟcipants! 
- Puneet and Baljit Puri 

Dr. Padma & Kumar Dharanikota 

With Best Compliments 
from 
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We are proud to be a part of 
the  

43rd Festival of India 

Rajaram Katragadda 

                  & 

       Vijaya Potluri 

With Best Compliments from 
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We are proud to be a part of the  

43rd Festival of India 

With Best Compliments from 

Hiren Patel 

Hitixa Patel 

& 
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Best wishes to  

Festival Of India  
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Best wishes  
from Inder & Meena Midha 

on 43rd Festival of India. 

We are very proud to be one of the 
 Organizers and Supporters of  

INDIA BAZAR  
since its inception in 1982. 



28                                                               43rd Annual Festival of India 2026 

 

Proud to be a sponsor of 
43rd Festival of India 

With Best Compliments 
from 

Chirumamilla  

Family 
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The Premier DesƟnaƟon For Indian Groceries & Spices 

The largest Indian Grocery Store in Richmond providing 
Indian Groceries, Vegetables, Indian Food, Indian Frozen 

Food and more... 

 
With Best Compliments From 

We are proud to be a part of the  

43rd Festival of India 
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Pictures—Festival of India 2025 
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Pictures—Festival of India 2025 
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With Best Compliments From 

3 13  S uns e t  P a rk  D r ,  He r ndo n ,  V A,  201 71  
j a ya s r i @j a ya s r isw ee ts . co m  7 03 - 78 7 -9 64 9  

 
Best wishes to Festival Of India  

Shantha Tripuraneni 

&  

Subhashini Tripuraneni 
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We are proud to be a 
part of the  

43rd Festival of India 
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We thank the following sponsors of the Festival of India 2026 

hƩps://thefesƟvalofindia.org @thefesƟvalofindiarva @FesƟvalofIndia-Richmond 

Follow us on: 

The Festival of India was established in 1981 and is one of the 
oldest ethnic festivals in Richmond. 


