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We are proud to be
a part of
43rd Festival of India

{2 TOWNE BANK

RICHMOND
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Namaste!

It is with great joy and deep gratitude that we present this souvenir book in celebration of the 43rd Festival of
India.

This festival has always been more than just an event; it is a celebration of culture, community,
and connection. Whether this is your first time joining us or you've been part of this tradition for years, today
you are part of something special.

This year's theme, "Bridging Cultures," is an invitation to experience one of the world's most vibrant

and diverse cultures right here in our city, while celebrating the ties that connect us all. Every booth, every
flavor, every performance is a bridge, linking tradition to today, and one community to another. Together,
they capture the spirit of India: vibrant, soulful, and timeless.

This festival wouldn't be possible without the love and energy of our community. To our sponsors, vendors,
performers, and countless volunteers, thank you for pouring your time, passion, and heart into bringing this
celebration to life. To our guests, thank you for joining us, supporting, and sharing in this cultural journey.

Together, we've created more than a festival; we have built a bridge of unity, joy, and connection. This is
where the story of India and the story of America meet. For many, it began with the courage of immigrant
parents who carried traditions across oceans. For others, it continues with the next generation of youth who
proudly blend two worlds, honoring heritage while shaping the future. The Festival of India is living proof that
our stories are stronger when shared, and that culture, at its best, brings us together.

As we gather in celebration, our hearts also turn to our neighbors in Nepal, whose communities are

still recovering from the devastating floods that struck this past August, and to our people who lost their lives
in the devastating floods, and to their communities still morning their loss. In that spirit of bridging cultures,
we hold them in our thoughts and encourage our community to support relief efforts however we can.

May the memories of this festival continue to inspire and bring us closer.

Lastly, as always “Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavanthu” (May all the people be happy) God bless us all!

With gratitude,

Shiv N. Khanna & Vijay Vemuri

Shiv N Khanna Vijay Vemuri
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MARK R WARNER
WIRGINIA

UMITED STATES SENATOR
WASHINGTON, D.C.

September 12, 2026

Dear Friends,

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all who are gathered at the Greater
Richmond Convention Center for the 43" Festival of India.

This annual event provides a special opportunity to celebrate the Indian- American
community in the Greater Richmond Region and their tremendous contributions to the
Commonwealth. We have all benefited from vour ideas, values, and traditions. |
commend the organizing committee for hosting this festival to share the vibrant Indian
heritage through live performances, traditional cuisine, cultural exhibits, and East-West
fusion dance and music.

I take great pride in serving as co-chair of the bipartisan India Caucus in the

United States Senate, which was the first country-focused caucus in Congress and
remains one of the largest country caucuses today. The United States-India partnership is
defined by a collaborative relationship that promotes our shared interests, ranging from
security and defense systems, economic development, human rights, to cutting-edge
technology. I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues in the Senate to
further enhance one of our country's most consequential relationships.

Please accept my best wishes for a fulfilling and successful event.

Sincerely,

Mok € Woney

MARK R. WARNER
United States Senator
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September the 12" and 13™, 2026
As Mayor of Richmond, I am honored to welcome you to the Festival of India!

To all the guests joining us for this year’s celebration, welcome to our City. I hope you enjoy the
performances, cuisine, traditions, and fellowship that make this festival so special.

This cultural festival has been an important forum for artistic and cultural expression for more
than four decades, and Richmond is fortunate enough to host this celebration once again. I want
to express my sincere gratitude to the leaders and organizers that have come together to create
this amazing event, where people throughout our region can experience living traditions,
meaningful history, and vibrant culture of India. I also want to extend my gratitude to our artists
and performers - your talent and commitment to keeping traditions alive is what makes this
celebration of community so special.

Richmond is proud to be home to a growing and dynamic Indian American community whose
contributions enrich our City in countless ways. Events such as the Festival of India remind us
that our differences are something to celebrate and that culture has the power to connect us
across generations and backgrounds.

As Mayor, one of my priorities is to support policies that build thriving, inclusive communities.
Today, I get to feel the joy of what an inclusive community really means: through music, dance,
food, and art, this festival creates a space for people to come together, learn from one another,
and celebrate the diversity that makes our community stronger.

I am so happy to commemorate the Festival of India for a second year running.
Welcome, and enjoy!

Sincerely,

7

Danny Avula, MD, MPH
Mayor
City of Richmond
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2026 The Festival of India
Message from the Co-Chairs

Dear Friends of the Festival of India,

We are proud to serve as ambassadors of two remarkable cultures—India, with its glorious history
and extraordinary cultural heritage, and the United States, a global leader in technology, business,
innovation, and social responsibility. Both cultures have made and continue to make meaningful
contributions to a better and more connected world.

As representatives of both, it is our privilege and responsibility to serve as “Bridging Cultures”
ambassadors, bringing people together through shared experiences, understanding, and appreci-
ation.

The Festival of India provides a unique and wonderful opportunity to do just that. Once again,
this special weekend invites our neighbors, friends, colleagues, and families to experience the
richness and diversity of India without having to travel thousands of miles.

We invite you to enjoy the sights, sounds, aromas, and flavors of India. Savor delicious dishes and
refreshing mango lassi, and explore favorites such as dosa, kachori, Kathi rolls, butter chicken, and
many other mouthwatering delicacies.

The Festival will also showcase the vibrant diversity of Indian performing arts. Guests can enjoy
traditional folk performances, contemporary Bollywood-style dance and music, and beautiful
presentations of India’s classical artistic traditions.

Be sure to explore the many merchants offering beautiful and unique Indian products and treas-
ures. And don't miss the opportunity to experience henna, the beautiful temporary body art tradi-
tion that has been cherished across the Indian subcontinent for centuries.

The continued success of the Festival of India would not be possible without the generous sup-
port of our sponsors, vendors, volunteers, and event partners, Aramark and Global Spectrum.
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to each and every one of you for your dedication, enthusi-
asm, and partnership.

Together, we make this festival more than an event we make it a celebration of culture, communi-
ty, friendship, and the connections that bring us closer together.

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2026 Festival of India and celebrating with you.
With our sincere gratitude,

Abhay Bajekal
Vijay Ramnarain
Sanjay Thirunagari
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% bharathi yoza &

Have you always wanted to learn Yoga? Do you want to learn Yoga the traditional Indian way
understanding its background and holistic significance? Here’s your opportunity to learn Yoga
from Yoga instructors, certified from Rishikesh, India.

Research suggests that yoga may help improve general wellness by relieving stress, supporting
good health habits, and improving mental/emotional health, sleep, and balance, relieve low-
back pain and neck pain, and possibly pain from tension-type headaches and knee
osteoarthritis, etc. https://www.nccih.nih.gov/health/yoga-what-you-need-to-know

Current class schedule (subject to change)

1. Advanced: Sundays 7:00 AM - HCV

2. Beginners: Sundays 8:30 AM - HCV

3. Intermediate: Wednesdays 6:30 PM - HCV
4. Seniors (65+): Saturdays 9:30 AM — HCV
5. Meditation: 7:00 PM - virtual

Our Yoga instructor and founder of Yoga classes at HCV - Ravi Menon, has been practicing
Yoga for over 38 years and teaching for over 12 years. We now have a newly certified teacher
— Deepak Patil. Deepak and Ravi are both internationally certified from the Patanjali
International Yoga Foundation, Rishikesh, India and registered with the Yoga Alliance, USA.

All fees paid for the above Yoga classes go to the Hindu Center of Virginia (HCV).

If you are interested in joining Bharathi Yoga classes, please sign up at the Yoga
booth, or contact the instructor Ravi Menon by email at ravidnetl@gmail.com,
or just show up for the Sunday class.

FSga! TeTdIe SN JFagspd | TN ouwd TNT: HHY BIRTEAH 11 Yo |l

One who prudently practices the science of work without attachment can get rid of both good and bad results of
actions in this life itself. Therefore, strive for Yoga, which is the art of working skillfully (in proper consciousness) -
Bhagavad Geeta I1-50
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We are proud to be a

part of the
43rd Festival of India

With Best Compliments from

Hindu Center of Virginia

Board of Directors
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434 Annual Festival of India Team

Sanjay Thirunagari Vijay Ramnarian Abhay Bajekal Adish Jain Tirumala Areti
Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson Vice-Chairperson Treasurer

Vijay Vemuri Shiv K Khanna Prasad Nallapaneni Subramaniam K. Pavan Gourishetty
IT/Souvenir Souvenir QOutreach Volunteer Efforts Outreach/Vendor booth

Padmé ancﬁ'arla
Food Booth

Veena Areti Anu Chemudupati Suchi Yarlagadda
Operations Decorations Food Booth

, < ;
Rambabu Nikhil Bijendar Singh Swamy Boggarapu Shardul P
Outreach Operations FOIl Team Operations Food Booth

Karthik Talati Koti Panguluti Sudhendra Ayyam Rajendar Prasad K. Dubey
FOI Team Information Desk FOI Team Volunteer Efforts Outreach
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434 Annual Festival of India Team

Anil Jain Murali Chemudupati Naveena Ravi Tamma Sangita Patel
Cultural Team Lead Cultural Team Cultural Team Cultural Team Cultural Team

Prabodh Chiplunkar Shikha ini Saanvi Gourishetty
Cultural Team Cultural Team Cultural Team Media Design

7

Food Booth Sponsors

and
Volunteers
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Qest Wishes to
?e;f{ival of India

Laxmi Palace Indian Grocery Store brings the
authentic flavors of India to your kitchen with
premium ingredients and friendly service.

VA 23294, United States
Tel: 804-217-7066

3423 Old Parham Rd, Henrico,

431d Awwal Festival of Tndia 2026

Testlval of Indla

ce@e

TN
,’ From the Patel Family \(
h N Arvmd Bhavana, Soma, Aryan, and Nll vf,'

We are proud to be a part of Festival of India

|Dr. Neelima Katragadda

‘ Obstetrics and Gynecology
Commonwealth Ob/Gyn Specialists
" HCA Virginia Health System

7605 Forest Avenue, Suite 411
Richmond, VA 23226

Phone: (804)285-8806

Fax: (804)288-6079

Web: http://commonwealth-obgyn.com
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§x7t% DUBEY

"::,t ,i" LAW OFFICE, PLLC

..ru""

WE PROVIDE

IMMIGRATION
SERVICES

Full-service
immigration law
firm, with a global
footprint.

OUR SERVICES

Family-Based
Immigration

Employment-Based
Immigration

Federal Immigration
Litigation

MORE info@dubeylawoffice.com
IN FO WWW.DUBEYLAWOFFICE.COM
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Best Wishes from

Sharma & Famlly

1
j,/
—

,/’

/

We are proud to be a part of the

43rd Festival of India
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proviaing 1T So/ufions & Services rfor 20+ years...

Attronica
S

11547 Nuckols Road, Suite A e Glen Allen, VA 23059
804.270.3288 e niel@attronica.com

A Proud Sponsor of

Festival of India
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__ Thank you for
A school inspired by .
children, where curiosity making FOI 2026

sparks adventure! yet another

success.

To every volunteer and participant:
your time, energy and support
brought our celebration to life.

May the forthcoming holiday
season fill your home with joy,

WITH WARMEST COMPLIMENTS

The Kapila Family
Alisha, Aishwarya, Pari, Punam & Vikas

Discover the Difference!

8 Craathyss World School

Qﬁﬂao

= z
o PV{}LVE:

kismet “‘""’ -

modern Indian

5
290N

ENTERPRISE
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architecture | interior design | space planning
Transforming
ideas into
functional,
inspiring, and
enduring
spaces for
over 25 years.

)

Ol :{(—:E(—;E»EEQ\.

——

TERARYACH

bj

info@nbjarch.com
www.nbjarch.com

Chinmaya Mission Richmond

Come Join Us as a Family

to learn a happier way of living

Bal Vihar & Youth Classes

(Classes for Children ¢ Youth- Revised Curriculum in a Structured Program)
Satyam- ages 4 through € years Shivam — ages 7 through 9
Sundaram — ages |0 through |13 Chinmayam — ages |4 through |8

Gita Study Group

An interactive participatory study group to learn the wisdom of Bhagavad Gita
under the guidance of a longtime disciple of Swami Chinmayananda

Music Classes

Learn classical and light vocal music under the guidance of a highly qualified,
enthusiastic, and talented teacher

Monthly Meetings

Devi Group - discussion group for women
Chinmaya Bhajan Sandhya - monthly gatherings to sing bhajans in a relaxed
atmosphere

Festivals

Celebrate major Hindu Festivals such as Shivaratri, Holi, Janmashtami, Diwali, and
many more with your whole family

Location: Vision Learning Center | 1537- A Nuckols Rd. Glen Allen, VA 23059
E-mail - chinmayamissionrichmond @gmail.com
www.chinmayarichmond.org
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Sanjeev Giribhatnavar Suchasmitha Yarlagadda
Chairperson Vice-Chairperson

Shreyank Tripathi Mukul Paithane Harkirat Singh Lakshmi Sridhar
Executive Committee: Rakesh Chug {President), Radhiks Thirunagar (Vice-Presidsnt), Padma
Kancharia (Secrefary), Suresh Subramanian (Treasurer)
Puja Committee: Lakshmi Suresh, Kanhik Talati Aruna Namireddy, Anil Shah, Saravanan, Venu

Guwvvala, Dileep Dwivedi

Membership Committee: Sudharshan Anand, Kedar Thoota

Operationg Committee: Bijendar Singh, Ram Gonela, Veesna Arefi, Nikil Gupta, Jithendra Desal, Surni
Gupta, Swamy Boggarapy, Venxat Chefliar

Communications: Sanjay Thirunagari
Front Desk: Anand Muthy, Smitha Pitla
Publications Committee: Pavan Gounshelty
Cultural Committee: Murall Chemudupali Badn Puavarthi
Social Media Committee:  Ra/an Edupall
Volunteer Commities: Subramanyam Kandalam, Rajendra Prasad Kondury
Members at Large: Alkes Sappal
Festival Of India 2026 Team
Festival of India — Chair: Samjay Thirunagarn, Abhay Bajekal Vijay Ramnarain
2 Thirumala Areli (Treasursr), Rajagopal Yalamanchil, Sudarshan Anand, Advait Apfe,
Accounting: Anands Murthy
Culture/ Stage: Aczjfp}ltirqa;gf;eadj Murall Chemudupati, Smita Jain, Sangesta Patel, Rawi Tamma, Prabodh
. Anil Jain, DecoraliondTheme: Anu Chemudupall (Lead), Murali Chemudupali, & Vijay
Stage setup: Ramnarain
Facility, Equipment, etc.: Sanjay Thirunagarn, Vijiay Ramnarain, Ram Gupts, Kedar Thoots
Eood Booth: gﬂdrm KaJmhaﬂa_. Suwchasmita Yaragadda, Mohini Nallapaneni, Venkat Chettiar, Swamy

Geeta Shah & Pravesn Shah (Lead), Rajendra Pafel, Himanshu Mehta, Amil Shah,
Shailesh Patel, Mohanbhal Kosamia, Shashi Patel, Navin Tejani, Hemal Desai, Harkirat

Food Coupon Sales: Singh, Kamiesh Shah, Keshubhai Rokad, Naleen, Mathuria, Navin Sheth, Nitin Shah,
Shailesh Pafel, Rakesh Gupta, Satish Mahajan, Thiaga Manian, Sanjeev Ginbhattanavar,
Ealaji K, Jagdip Shah, Kirit Doshi

Fundraising/Sponsorships:  Vilsy Ramnarsian, Sanjay Thirunagarn, Adish Jain

2 .. Seanvi Sambangi, Mr. Rics, Ms. Cassy Thompsan, Mr. Mosss, M5, Kelly, ishaan
Hands on/Children Activity: Batankar Ethan Xing.

Health & Wellness: Srinivas Peddl, Mallik Karamsefty, Shivangi Patel

Hospitality & VIP Guest : ; o -l

C fination: Sanjay Thirunagan, Vijay Ramnarain, Kedar Thoota

Inf jon desk: Koti Panguiur (Lead), Vilay Vemur], Prasad Nallapaneni, Sudhendra Ayyam, Vinay
Kandregula

Dperations: Adish Jain (Lead), Nikil Gupta, Varun, \Veena Arsli, Sanjay Thirunagsari

Qutreach- Banners,

Advertizing & Thirumala Areti, Vijay Ramnarain, Pavan Kumar Gourishetly, Vijay Vemur, Kedar Thoota

Communication:

Poster Design, Signs: Pavan Kumar Gourishelly, Saanvi Gourishefly

g nir Book: Sr_?fv.K Khanna (Lead), Sanjay Thirunagari, Vijay Ramwanrsian, Vijay Vemuri, Raj Dubey,
Dinesh Nayak

Vendor Booth: i # Abhay Bajeksl (Lead), Pavan Kumar Gouwrishefy

Volunteer Coordination & ¢, xondialam (Lead), Rajendra Prasad Konduru

Event wrap-up:

Website: Sanjay Thirunagar, Viey Vemurn

" Thiz i= partial list of volurnteers helping fo plan the Festival of india®




19 43rd cAwwal Festival of Inda 2026

VRNV L
ROYAL GROUP

Our best wishes to

festival of india 2026

qa grand success !

L /MA nxsr)
ony EXPRESS

HOMEWOOD COURTYARD® FAIREI}
g EY HOME A\arriott. FA“g\Ir@E -

Hilton AAarriott.

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM.
ASHISH PATEL | BHAVIN PATEL | NIKHIL PATEL
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o)
;}" Warmest Wishes to the Festival of Ind%
C

)

Celebrating the vibrant colors, timeless values, and ri
traditions of India in the heart of Richmond

Wishing the Festival of India grand success and a wonderful, joyful expe-
| rience for all guests and participants!

- Puneet and Baljit Puri

W}% QRest *eompbmen{;f

s from @ﬂ

Dr. Padma & Kumar Dharanikota
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ESLEE l u cK ° ERGONOMIC FIT

100% MEDICAL
GRADE Hl-DU['i-FMN | IMPROVE I—UNC'III:IN
e EASY ON/OFF WEAR
- PREMIUM PELVIC

99°fuﬁﬁ-Tr'E‘F::TIDN F LOO R S U P PO RT

DESIGNED & DEVELOPED
BY PHYSICAL THERAPIST IN USA

AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE, AMAZON, ETSY AND OTHER MARKET PLACES

Visit us: www.thefemmejock.com

RV A Physical Therapy_ .
& Sports Rehab

Your Road to Recovery Begins Here S

Do you have a pain somewhere in your body that
prevents you from doing what you want to do?

Visit the experts of RVA Physical Therapy and they will
find a solution for you.

Call 804-396-6753 today or book online at r ;
www.rvaphysicaltherapy.com I Ly
2620 A Gaskins Rd, Henrico, VA 23238 | 107 Heaths Way, Midlothian, VA 23114 Eﬂ

We accept all major insurances. @ Follow us on Insfugram
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With Best Complimenty fromv

Rajaram Katragadda

&
Vijaya Potluri

We are proud to be a part of
the

43rd Festival of India
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With Best Compliments from

Hiren Patel

&

Hitixa Patel

We are proud to be a part of the
43rd Festival of India
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KAUSHIKI s

CHAKRABORTY

IN RICHMOND, VA

Randolph Macon College

Blackwell Auditorium
205 Henry Street, Ashland, VA

23008. =PARA
= SHARE

L (I [

September 22, 7:30 pm

Organized by Bhushan Apte

Book Tickets
Tickets at www.booking.studiok3.us

We are proud to be a part of the
43rd Festival of India

VIREN PATEL

5611 Pride Road, Richmond, VA23224.

804-401-1000. sales@pridedistributor.net
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e ki

A NETWORK
7 Atla%ltlc . j}' DISCOVER
“’a 7 | Qa C- S*Eore

“{r MID-ATLANTIC

/C-STORE
EXPO 2026

BIG OPPORTUNITIES. BRIGHTER TOMAGRROWS

THURSDAY

RICHMOND RACEWAY
SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 11 AM - 4 PM COMPLEX, VIRGINIA

—_——

OORBUSTER
REWARDS

" o ) s 0F suucuo
@) @ (&) @

)

BE PART
OF WHAT'S
NEXT!
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In loving

memory

Tirumala Rao Surapaneni
Dr. Kavitha Krottapalli

Rama Rao Krottapalli -

| VihaanKrottapall |
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Best wishes
from Inder & Meena Midha
on 43" Festival of India.

We are very proud to be one of the
Organizers and Supporters of
INDIA BAZAR

since its inception in 1982.
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from

Chirumamilla

Family

Proud to be a spousor of
43d Festival of India

o

/ With Best *60mpbmen{\

/
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With Best Compliments From

The largest Indian Grocery Store in Richmond providing
Indian Groceries, Vegetables, Indian Food, Indian Frozen
Food and more...

We are proud to be a part of the
43rd Festival of India

The Premier Destination For Indian Groceries & Spices

ey

UFARMERSIMARKETE

N
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DPictures—Festival of Inda 2025
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Dictures— Festival of India 2025
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Q. 9. 57 7 ~
o/ "‘—"'

313 Sunset Park Dr, Herndon, VA, 20171
jayasri@jayasrisweets.com 703-787-9649

¢

Best wishes to Festival Of India
Shantha Tripuraneni

&

Subhashini Tripuraneni

WHEN IT'S YOUR HEART,
YOU WANT THE BEST.
Every new patient sees a board-certified

cardiologist, with appointments available
within one business day.

Proudly recognized as Richmond VES

Top Doctors every year since 1993.

9 “;:”ge,—— ot
39 Cardiologists | 9 Locations

Call or Scan to

VCS Request an Appointment
OhiAC
®

@ (804) 288-4827

www.VaCardio.com

Virginia Cardiovascular Specialists
The Name to Trust in Heart Care
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We are proud to be a

part of the
43rd Festival of India

Dominion
Energy-

Powering Your Every Day.




We thank the following sponsors of the Festival of India 2026

= .
Z Dominier

Powering Your Every Day.

TOWNE BANK

RICHMOND

Thank you for supporting
Festival of India

The Festival of India was established in 1981 and is one of the
oldest ethnic festivals in Richmond.

Follow us on:

[ ]
' O '@thefestivaloﬁndiarva G @Festivalofindia-Richmond é% https://thefestivalofindia.org




